[Oral manifestations in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus].
Forty-six patients with systemic lupus erythematosus underwent thorough dental examination to determine the frequency and severity of oral lesions and periodontal diseases. According to clinical criteria, disease was classified as severe (n = 26) or less severe (n = 20). The overall rate of mucosal involvement in the studied patients was 48%-from 54% in patients with severe disease, 40% in those with less severe disease. Patients with severe disease were found to have a higher rate of tooth loss and an increased rate of gingival inflammation. The severity of periodontal lesions correlated with alterations in the immunoglobulin pattern, particularly with an increase in gamma-immunoglobulins. Thus it is suspected that complex immunodysregulation in combination with immunosuppressive therapy is responsible for the high rate of oral and periodontal lesions in patients with systemic lupus erythematosus.